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The perfect spot for a romantic picnic.

Make a date with our clean ready-to-eat 
meals and wholefood picnic essentials.

120 Bay St
Port Melbourne

Monday - Thursday 7am - 9pm
Friday- Sunday 7am - 8pm

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Nicola Sydes – Contributing Editor

Published by
Port Melbourne Business Association
www.3207port.com.au

ABN 22 089 928 327
P.O. Box: 264 Port Melbourne 3207
social@3207port.com.au

The Port Melbourne is a free publication 
and is distributed in Port Phillip.

All material is copyrighted and no part of 
this publication may be recorded, stored 
in a retrieval system, adapted, reproduced 
nor transmitted without written permission 
from the publisher. Views expressed in 
The Port Melbourne do not necessarily 
represent the opinions of the publisher. No 
responsibility is accepted by the publisher 
for the accuracy of the advertisements or 
information within the publication. 

The publisher assumes no responsibility for 
errors or omissions in this publication. The 
Port Melbourne welcomes any contribu-
tions from our readers. Please send all 
comments and or material to the above 
email or address. 

For advertising please email 
social@3207port.com.au

Welcome to a very special edition of The Port Magazine. With Valentine’s day upon us, 
we’ve taken some time to explore the romantic heart of our fair suburb!  

But before we explore some fantastic ideas for romance in Port Melbourne (and abroad!), 
I’d like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the incoming councillors for the City of Port 
Phillip. With nine councillors over three wards, a special congratulations goes out to new 
Councillors, Marcus Pearl and Ogy Simic who join Mayor, Bernadene Voss in the Gateway 
Ward. Andrew Bond, David Brand and Katherine Copsey will represent the Lake Ward and 
Tim Baxter, Louise Crawford and Dick Gross the Canal Ward. The PMBA looks forward to 
establishing a positive and successful working relationship with you all as we move to-
wards a very new outlook for Port Melbourne and its surrounds.

I would also like to officially welcome Albert Park Secondary College, its students and their 
greater community to Bay Street. This impressive educational facility has brought renewed 
life and vitality to the corner of Rouse and Bay Streets and represents an inspired use of 
the former unused building. The committee and I look forward to working with you as your 
facilities and opportunities grow.

Also of recent note is the role of Victorian Ports Corporation (Melbourne) (VPCM) in the 
future management of Station Pier. It is very pleasing to see their enthusiasm for activating 
Station Pier and our waterfront areas. Expanding the use and activities available in this very 
important part of Port Melbourne is of vital significance to us as we work to establish clear 
connections and pathways to our retail precinct.

In the event that you missed it, this past Christmas saw us host our best ever Christmas 
Street Festival in Bay Street. With participation by 22 schools, and attended by thousands 
of locals, this very special festival of celebration is now a much anticipated community 
event. Already in the throes of organising the line-up for this year, we look forward to bring-
ing you an un-missable spectacular in 2017.

Until then, sit back and enjoy this fantastic edition of The Port Magazine dedicated to the 
romantics in all of us. If you want to stay local, or explore the world, I think you’ll find some-
thing to inspire your romance.  

Paul Littmann
PMBA President
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Love is in… Port Melbourne

Romantic gestures on Valentine’s Day might be the highlight of the year for some, but every day in Port Melbourne has romantic 
potential. Coupled, consciously uncoupled, or single, Port Melbourne is the place for love!

With its seaside location, bar and dining options, fashion and beauty services, it’s easy to spoil yourself, or someone you love in 
Port. 

If you’re short on romantic ideas, have you considered taking a stroll along the beach, packing a sunset inspired picnic, taking in the 
panoramic and selfie-worthy views from Princess Pier, or enjoying the many parks and cycle ways in Port? 

Or for those more interested in preparing for romance, why not enjoy a manicure, facial or blow-dry to get date-ready? Or maybe 
shop for an outfit sure to capture the attention of your love?

But if the host of unforgettable local romantic experiences on offer in Port is too close to home for your love, maybe something 
abroad might inspire your cupid? Port’s travel professionals share their top locations for romance to get you thinking about where 
you might take your love in 2017…
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• Take your time over dinner. 
Have a pre-dinner drink, absorb 
the atmosphere and the com-
pany you’re with.
 
• Turn your phone off!
 
• Share a dessert – the sweet-
ness of life is in the little mo-
ments.

Don’t wait for the new Ciao Cielo 
when you can experience where 
it all started now. Spoil the one 
you love at Ciao Cielo.

For bookings call: 
CIAO CIELO
Tues-Sat: 12pm - 3pm & 6pm- 
Late
171 Bay St Port Melbourne
info@ciaocielo.com.au
03 9645 1568

the owners can bring.” Having 
set up restaurants abroad, Kate 
believes that service – not just 
the food, is paramount to suc-
cess. 

But with impeccable meals pre-
pared personally by Bryan, Ciao 
Cielo is now looking to bigger 
things. “Our attention to detail 
has allowed us to manage our 
quality in ways that we couldn’t 
in a bigger restaurant – but it’s 
important to evolve, to embrace 
change and to continue fostering 
your passion.” To that end, Ciao 
Cielo will relocate to Port’s his-
toric Courthouse on the corner 
of Bay and Graham Street before 
the coming Summer. “We are 
so excited about bringing Ciao 
Cielo to a bigger venue and the 
opportunities that presents for 
how we challenge ourselves and 
serve the community.” 

Having bought the Victorian Her-
itage listed site, the Courthouse 
has presented a volley of chal-
lenges for Kate and Bryan. “We 
are working really closely with 
both Heritage Victoria and the lo-
cal council to be sympathetic to 
the building, it’s location and the 
community’s ideas for this really 
important site.” 

With a vision that includes Ciao 
Cielo’s most loved elements at 
its core, this new venture will also 
accommodate alfresco dining 
and a relaxed, family-friendly of-
fering. “We want to create some-
thing special for Port Melbourne. 
The area has really come of age 

on the dining and bar scene and 
we want to take that to the next 
level.”

Still some time from relocating, 
Ciao Cielo continues to host 
engagements, pre-wedding 
dinners, special occasions 
and special people. Now in its 
seventh year, Kate and Bryan 
are well and truly part of the 
community. “We have shared so 
many special moments with our 
extended family of guests and 
we can’t wait to reveal all our 
plans for new Ciao Cielo. But for 
lovers of our current site, don’t 
worry – it’s staying in the family! 
This space means so much to us 
and we have some very special 
plans for it too.”

Kate’s tips for a romantic night 
out:

• Make an effort – if you look 
good, you’ll feel great!

Born out of a love affair that 
started as apprentice chefs, 
Ciao Cielo is the shared vision of 
partners in life, Bryan Nelson and 
Kate Dickins.

Literally translated as “hello 
heaven” Ciao Cielo is without 
doubt, Port’s most intimate and 
romantic dining venue. Inspired 
by Art Deco elements, Milano 
sophistication and the glamour 
of the 40’s, this 36-seat restau-
rant in the heart of Bay Street is 
soon to relocate to Port’s iconic 
Courthouse.

Having only just returned from a 
year exploring the Mediterranean 
rim with Bryan, Ciao Cielo was 
a much smaller space than Kate 
had hoped for. “To be honest, 
we were looking for a restaurant 
much bigger than Ciao Cielo, but 
the space was just so special.” 

Having cut his teeth at iconic 
Melbourne establishments 
including Walter’s Wine Bar, the 
Stokehouse, and A la Grecque 
in Aireys Inlet, partner Bryan’s 
menu at Ciao Cielo reflects 
strong Italian flavours and a 
focus on high quality local pro-
duce. But don’t expect traditional 
Italian cantina fare here. Bryan’s 
creatively inspired, non-tradition-
al menu has been developed for 
a loyal local base and a burgeon-
ing corporate crowd. 

An accomplished chef in her 
own right, Kate takes the reign’s 
front of house. “A venue this size 
benefits from a passion that only 

Born of love,
built on passion.
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Church of Santa Maria As-
sunta. Subsequently returning 
to baptise her children, Vivien is 
hopeful that her children will one 
day share her connection to the 
place she holds so dear. “There 
must be a connection to Posi-
tano in my past. My grandfather 
was Sicilian born, but Positano 
just captivates me.” 

Arranging the travel and wed-
dings of 12 couples in Positano, 
Vivien is somewhat of an expert 
on the region. “I often joke that I 
will still be riding a Vespa around 
the Amalfi coast when I’m 70!”

ancient cliff-side amphitheatre – 
the experience is one you’ll never 
forget.

• Visiting Capri. 30mins from 
Positano by boat, Capri is home 
to the Grotta Azzurra (Blue 
Cave). Flooded with a brilliant 
blue or emerald light, the allur-
ing cave attracts visitors from all 
over the world.

And 2017 will see Vivien return 
to Italy to see Andréa Bocelli 
perform at the Teatro Del Silenzio 
in his hometown of Lajatico. Fol-
lowed by a tour through Tuscany, 
this trip will bring Vivien’s total 
visits to Italy close to 30. “I have 
been travelling the world since I 
was 16 years old. Now, with 30 
years of experience in the travel 
industry, 16 of them in Port, I 
think I can honestly say, I’m still 
finding places to get lost.” 

If your romantic side is inspired 
by Italy’s Amalfi Coast, Vivien 
invites you to find out how Port 
Travel can create your dream 
holiday. Specialising in upmarket 
travel, featuring unique proper-
ties and experiences, let Vivien 
and her team inject a little Italian 
romance into your next getaway.

Port Travel
158 Rouse St
9676 2777
 

Amalfi Coast, and in particular 
Positano holds such a special 
place in my heart. I can’t really 
explain the connection, but it’s 
very real for me.” 

Popularised in the 50’s, by John 
Steinbeck’s Harper’s Bazaar 
essay, Positano was described 
as ‘biting deep… a dream place 
that isn’t quite real when you are 
there and becomes beckoningly 
real after you have gone’. It’s 
a theme that has been played 
out in several movies including 
Under the Tuscan Sun (2003) 
and the infamous Beat the 

Devil (1953) starring Humphrey 
Bogart, as Hollywood explores 
the elusive romantic allure of 
the region’s dramatic, verti-
cal panorama of colours. With 
vivid greens of the Monti Lattari, 
white, pink and yellow Mediterra-
nean houses, silver grey pebble 
beaches and blue seas – Posi-
tano continues to be as capti-
vatingly beautiful and romantic 
today – as it is steep.

Sealing her passion and con-
nection to this very special town, 
Vivien married in 2001 under 
the majolica tiled dome of the 

When it comes to finding ro-
mance in Positano, Vivien rec-
ommends:

• Taking a stroll along the Sentie-
ro degli Innamorati from Spiaggia 
Grande to the beach of Fornillo 
– you won’t regret it!

• Treating yourself to a pair of 
made-to-measure sandals. 
They’re perfect for climbing up 
the steps of Positano and for 
keeping the memory alive when 
you return home.

• Making your way up to the se-
cret hamlet of Nocelle to discov-
er the Panorama of the Gods.

• Visiting the restaurant on the 
rocky island outcrop of Li Galli 
by boat. Legend has it that the 
three islets of Li Galli, just off 
the shores of Positano (often 
referred to as the “Sirenuse”), 
were inhabited by Sirens who at-
tempted to seduce all those who 
sailed by with their song.

• Stay at the Hotel Le Sirenuse. 
Opened in 1951, by four Nea-
politan brothers, this traditional 
summerhouse has been con-
verted into a charming hotel, 
overlooking the bay of Positano. 
Today the 58-room resort is 
considered one of Italy’s leading 
seaside luxury hotels, retaining 
the intimate, cultured atmos-
phere of a private home.

• If you’re visiting in July, try to 
take in a concert held by the 
Ravello Concert Society at the 

In the 1994 American romantic 
comedy film, Only You, an incur-
able romantic goes to Italy in 
search of her illusive soul mate. 
Full of youthful exuberance and 
a passion for travel, a younger 
Vivien Agosta, of Port Travel, 
was inspired to trace the steps 
of Marisa Tomei’s character, from 
Venice to Positano in her very 
own pursuit of destiny.

And whilst Vivien’s journey to 
Positano didn’t lead to her soul 
mate, she has returned to the 
hillside enclave on Italy’s south-
ern coast some 14 times. “The 

Only you Positano, can seduce me like you do...
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recommends teaming your safari 
experience with a resort escape 
in Zanzibar. A short flight from 
mainland Tanzania, Zanzibar’s 
sparkling aquamarine waters, 
beautiful white sandy beaches 
and magnificent coral reefs are 
the perfect antidote to the savan-
nah heat. But more than just a 
resort island, Zanzibar’s historical 
Stone Town, with its winding al-
leys, bustling bazaars, mosques 
and grand Arabian styled hous-
es, speak to the ancient cultural 
heart of the region and its melt-
ing pot of cultures.

If the sheer romance and wonder 
of a safari or remote Zanzibar 
tropical island escape is on your 
bucket list, see Michelle at Flight 
Centre, Port Melbourne. From 
budget options through to luxury 
experiences, Michelle and her 
team can create your dream 
African escape.

3/200 Bay Street
Port Melbourne 
1300 830 095
www.flightcentre.com.au

at any budget offers you the 
chance to escape in romantic 
solitude. Whether in a secluded 
lodge or a comfortable tented 
suite, Africa lets you get away 
from it all. 

But you don’t have to be cou-
pled to be swept up in the 
beauty of the African wilderness. 
For romantics, Africa’s famously 
spectacular sunsets set the 
scene for reflection and contem-
plation at any age and stage. 
“With so many like-minded 
people on safari, you’ll never feel 
lonely. Our camp had a mag-
nificent view of a waterhole and 
each evening, drink in hand, we 
would watch in wonder as the 
wildlife came to seek relief from 
the heat.” 

A popular pursuit for hon-
eymooners, safaris are syn-
onymous with romance and 
adventure. Surrounded by the 
sounds of the African bush and 
blanketed by a kaleidoscope of 
stars in the sky, the extraordinary 
shared experiences of safari are 
craved by couples seeking a 
truly romantic escape.  

With safari options ranging 
from real camping to glamping 
and luxury lodge experiences, 
there is an experience for every 
budget and taste. “Sleeping in 
a two man tent in the African 
wilderness was truly unforget-
table, but a luxury experience is 
a delightful way to relax, unwind 
and truly be pampered.” 

With further travel on the cards, 
Michelle’s adventurous spirit will 
see her return to Africa in 2018. 
“I’ve travelled and worked in 
some incredible places in the 
world, but Africa is amazing and I 
can’t wait to go back.”

Michelle’s tips for enjoying a 
romantic safari:
• Leave your expectations at 
home. The wonder of Africa will 
reveal itself and blow your mind if 
you go into it with an open heart.

• Capture your experience on 
film by all means, but don’t let 
photos be your only memory. 
Africa is vast and spectacular 
and you’ll miss it if you spend the 
whole time staring at it through 
the lens!

• Visit your travel doctor before 
departure for a safe and healthy 
trip.

• But most importantly, get your-
self some very effective mosquito 
repellent!

And if time permits, Michelle 

Mysterious, awe-inspiring and 
remote, Africa is the perfect 
choice for a romantic holiday of a 
lifetime, or the romantic at heart. 
With the wild beauty of vast 
savannahs, the thrill of close-up 
encounters with native wildlife 
and the old-world charm of 
traditional safari camps deep in 
the wilderness, an African safari 
is truly unforgettable. 

Despite being swept up by the 
magic of the Lion King, Flight 
Centre Port Melbourne’s Team 
Leader, Michelle Chapman, 
encourages people to look 
beyond the Serengeti. “I always 
had my heart set on a trip to the 
Serengeti, but a chance opportu-
nity to safari in Namibia has really 
opened my eyes.”

Traveling with Bench Africa in 
2015 sealed Michelle’s love for 
the people, culture, wildlife and 
diverse landscapes of Africa. 
Considered to be on 80% of 
Australian’s travel bucket lists, 
Africa offers safari opportuni-
ties as varied as its terrain. “I 
think the biggest misconcep-
tions about Africa are that it’s 
expensive, dangerous and too 
far away. But I always remind 
my clients that you have next to 
no ground costs on arrival with 
all-inclusive safaris and Africa 
is really much safer than many 
places in the world right now. As 
for the distance, Europe is further 
people!”

With small camp sizes and per-
sonal service, a safari experience 

A F R I C A
for romance and romantics
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NYC offers cruise itineraries to 
Bermuda, Canada New England, 
Europe, and the world. Offer-
ing a full travel service with real 
world experience, Cruiseabout’s 
wholesale priced airfares and 
cruise packages are sure to reig-
nite your passions.

For more information about 
traveling to NYC or any other ro-
mantic destination, contact Niall 
at Cruiseabout Port Melbourne.

Shop 1, 157 Bay Street
1300 093 845

love! Rock Center Ice Rink may 
be crowded during the holiday 
season, but it’s an iconic Big Ap-
ple winter experience. 

5. Steve Cohen’s Chamber 
Magic
Without a doubt, one of the most 
unforgettable date nights in NYC 
is an evening with the Million-
aire’s Magician. Taking place in 
a private suite of the Waldorf-
Astoria, this cocktail-attire-only 
evening of awe, will leave you 
wondering if the magic is real.

enjoy this unique and eclectic 
holiday experience.

8. Holiday Windows
While shopping in NYC can be 
nightmarish at times, NYC’s Fifth 
Avenue and department stores 
are renowned for their ornate 
Christmas window displays. Im-
pressive enough to stroll through 
midtown on a winters eve, be 
sure to check out the windows 
of Bergdorf’s, Bloomingdale’s, 
Henri Bendel, Lord & Taylor, 
Macy’s and Saks Fifth Avenue

9. Sunset sail to the Statue of 
Liberty
One of the most romantic things 
to do in NYC, a sunset sail to 
the Statue of Liberty offers an 
incredible view of the skyscrap-
ers, the sunset and the Lady of 

1.  Central Park
From Carriage Rides in Central 
Park and boat rides below Bow 
Bridge, to Belevedere Castle 
and the Conservatory Garden, 
Central Park may just be New 
York City’s most romantic spot. 
Be sure to stop by the Loeb 
Boathouse in the middle of Cen-
tral Park for a romantic lakeside 
lunch or dinner.

2. Empire State Building
With a view that never fails to 
impress, the top of the Empire 
State Building offers some 
amazing sights. On a clear day, 

Liberty. Complete with cocktails, 
a sunset sail makes the perfect 
romantic date night.

10. The Campbell Apartment
Tucked away above Grand Cen-
tral Terminal is an architectural 
gem. Recently restored to its 
original Prohibition-era splendour 
– this now infamous bar was 
once a private office and salon of 
a business tycoon in the 1920’s. 
Now the city’s favourite speak-
easy, it’s the perfect excuse to 
take in a tipple.

But if all that Gotham City 
winter chill leaves you looking to 
defrost, team your trip to NYC 
with a 10-14 night cruise to the 
Bahamas or Caribbean. With 
world-class cruise ship termi-
nals in Manhattan and Brooklyn, 

you can see as far as 80 miles, 
but evenings offer the opportu-
nity to gaze at the glowing city 
below. Visit late in the afternoon 
to get the best of both worlds.

3.  Tiffany’s
If you’re anything like Miss Holly 
Golightly, you’ll want to grab 
yourself a pastry and window 
shop outside Tiffany’s. For the 
bauble lovers, head inside to 
take in the bling up close.

4.  Ice Skating Rink at Rock-
efeller Center
There’s simply no better excuse 
to hold hands with the one you 

6. The Radio City Rockettes 
Christmas Spectacular 
A New York City institution, the 
annual Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular is a sparkling, 
breath-taking way to get you into 
the Christmas spirit! An unforget-
table display of sensational sing-
ing and dazzling dancing, you 
won’t regret experiencing the 
36-strong world famous dance 
troupe, The Rockettes.

7. Union Square Holiday Mar-
ket
Internationally renowned, the 
Union Square Park Holiday 
Market is located in the heart of 
New York City. Hailed as a must-
visit destination for unique gifts 
created by local craftsmen and 
artists, millions of people browse 
the winding aisles each year to 

For Travel Consultant and Cruise 
Specialist, Niall Wilson, a ro-
mantic honeymoon was always 
on the cards. Recently married, 
Niall and new wife Kate, hon-
eymooned in New York over 
the Christmas past. A long held 
bucket list item for both, New 
York, New York presented a 
chance to share a white Christ-
mas in one of the world’s most 
romanticised cities. 

With endless possibilities for 
romance, here are Niall’s top 10 
NYC romantic winter must do’s:

So romantic,
they named it twice…



locations, here are Sophie’s top 
destinations for the adventurous 
at heart:

1. Patagonia – Chile
Recognised as one of finest 
hotels in South America, The 
Singular Patagonia is an ideal 
launching point for exploring Pa-
tagonia and the stunning Torres 
del Paine National Park. Set on 
100 acres lining the Fjord of Last 

dining on the roof top terrace, 
unparalleled concierge services 
and a central location for all that 
Marrakech can offer. A riot of 
colour, sounds and smells, Mar-
rakech’s markets are a delight 
for design lovers, gourmands, 
shopaholics and fashionistas. 

4. Iceland 
With full circle self-drive tours 
of Iceland taking only 10 days, 
lovers of road tripping are in a 
unique position to experience 
the massive contrasts of Ice-
land. Travelling along the famous 
South Coast and Snæfellsnes 
you can take in the remote West-
fjords, snorkel in arctic waters, 
ice climb in Skaftafell National 
Park, go white water rafting in 
one of Europe´s best rafting riv-
ers, experience the south Iceland 
highlands, enjoy spectacular 
seafood and see the amazing 
northern lights at your own pace.

5. Blue Train – South Africa
If the romance of train travel 
inspires your love, the 1,600-kilo-
metre journey between Pretoria 
and Cape Town may be your 
idea of bliss. One of the most 
luxurious train journeys in the 
world, The Blue Train boasts a 
butler service, two lounge cars, 
an observation car, and car-
riages with gold-tinted picture 
windows. The soundproofed and 
fully carpeted compartments of 
the Blue Train feature their own 
en-suite with a full-sized bathtub 
for those seeking all the luxuries 

you the opportunity to connect 
through shared experiences and 
whilst there are some obvious lo-
cations for love, there is so much 
romance to be had in corners of 
the world you wouldn’t expect.”  

With experienced travelling cou-
ples seeking more unique ad-
ventures, Sophie and her team 
are specialists in creating be-
spoke travel experiences. “The 

of over-land travel. Described as 
a “magnificent moving five-star 
hotel”, its guests have included 
kings and presidents. 

6. Belmond River Cruise - My-
anmar (Burma)
Perhaps the most pleasur-
able way to see Myanmar, feel 
its pulse, live its legends and 
understand its history, is from the 
rivers. For lovers of history and 
culture, the luxurious Belmond 
Road to Mandalay River cruise 
down Myanmar’s lifeline, the 
Ayeyarwady River, offers endless 
fascination. From the elegant 
monasteries that rise above 
canopied trees, to the small 
teak and bamboo dwellings, a 
Myanmar river cruise provides a 
unique insight into the way of life 
of this ancient country. 

If your restless heart is seeking 
adventure off the beaten track, 
see the experts at 303 World 
Travel & Cruise today. Offering 
unique accommodation, expe-
riences and location specific 
cultural advice and recommen-
dations, 303 can tailor an unfor-
gettable romantic getaway for 
you and the one you love.

303 Bay Street
9645 3800
Monday – Friday: 9am to 6pm
Saturday – 10am to 2pm 

benefit of using a travel profes-
sional is you’re not just relying 
on pictures. When you make a 
booking through 303, you know 
we will have been there, or per-
sonally know someone who has. 
It affords you a level of comfort 
that you really are getting what 
you pay for.”

If you’re looking to explore some 
of the world’s more unique 

Hope. The Singular Patagonia 
offers more than 20 spectacular 
excursions through the region. 
With an opportunity to experi-
ence the true Patagonia, The 
Singular’s expeditions can take 
you to nearby glaciers, horse-
back riding on private ranches, 
walking tours of historic Puerto 
Natales and adventurous treks 
through famed Torres del Paine. 

2. Atacama Desert – Chile
A 1,000-kilometre strip of land 
on the Pacific coast, west of the 
Andes Mountains, the Atacama 
Desert plateau is the driest non-
polar desert in the world. One 
of the world’s most spectacular 
and photogenic locations, the 
Atacama Desert is made sub-
lime by the award winning Tierra 
Patagonia Hotel & Spa. With a 
privileged location, the Tierra 
Patagonia Hotel & Spa offers 
guests the chance to explore the 
region or just curl up on a com-
fortable sofa with a lap blanket, 
a book and a glass of wine and 
stare out the window at one of 
the Earth’s most romantic and 
sublime places.

3. Marrakech - Morrocco 
Escape to an exclusive oasis of 
peace and perfection in a tradi-
tional Moroccan ‘riad’ residence. 
Riad L’Orangeraie in Marrakech 
has been transformed into a 
delightful boutique hotel, harmo-
niously combining old traditions 
with the expectation of the con-
temporary world. Enjoy Alfresco 

If your idea of romance is get-
ting off the beaten track with the 
one you love, 303 World Travel & 
Cruise are the experts in getting 
you to some of the world most 
unforgettable locations.

With over 43 countries visited 
and counting, Sophie Christo-
poulos has visited some of the 
world’s most unexpected places. 
“Travelling with a partner gives 

The adventurous at heart get 
off the beaten track
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If you’re looking to design a 
unique wedding or special 
event, visit Rose and her team 
by appointment at Celestial 
Weddings. A host of ideas and 
details on Celestial Weddings’ 
exclusive ‘Wedding Workshops’ 
can be found on their Facebook 
page; facebook.com/Celestial-
Weddings

365 Bay Street
P: 03 9333 4647
M: 042 339 1775
rose@celestialweddings.com.au

weddings, Rose and her team 
can style public spaces, private 
properties and marquees into 
unique dream wedding venues. 
“We have built a reputation on 
finding unique spaces and turn-
ing them into wedding venues 
that would surpass even the 
most particular expectations.” 
Sourcing décor, furniture, cater-
ers and staffing, Rose and her 
team create wedding venues 
that are as unique as the bride 
and groom. Often more com-

deposits to secure products or 
services.

3. They eliminate the stress and 
amplify the bliss . Getting married 
should be about enjoying the 
experience, not labouring over 
the details! Avoid turning into a 
Bridezilla by letting a wedding 
planner obsess about the details 
and stress about it all coming 
together on the day. 

4. They remember what you 
forget Wedding checklists are 
only helpful if they’re complete 
and accurate! Keeping track of 
all your details and deadlines and 
reminding you when decisions 
need to be made, a wedding 
planner ensures that nothing is 
missed, overlooked or absent on 
the day. 

services. Located on the Paris 
end of Bay Street, her beautiful 
‘planning salon’ offers brides the 
opportunity to explore a trusted 
network of wedding suppliers 
and options as they create their 
very own ‘dream day’. 

No longer the domain of the rich 
and famous, wedding planners, 
just like Rose, are engaged to 
help couples stick to a budget 
and enjoy a stress-free wed-
ding day. With over 30 essential 

5. They help you to manage the 
expectations of your friends and 
family. Dealing with an abun-
dance of conflicting opinions 
about where the wedding should 
be, how it should unfold and who 
should attend can be stressful. 
Wedding planners are experts at 
dealing with family expectations, 
detailing the available options 
and guiding everyone to an in-
formed, unanimous decision.

Involving the bride, couple, or 
friends and family as little, or as 
much as desired, a wedding 
planner can give you total control 
of your wedding details, or plan 
the entire event on only a vision. 
“It’s definitely the couple’s day, 
their way, but without the stress 
and administrative nightmares of 
pulling it all together.”

elements to consider with every 
wedding, a planner can take 
the endless research, legwork 
and emotion out of dealing with 
multiple suppliers, venues and 
family members. “My team and I 
live and breathe weddings every 
day, we understand the costs, 
the suppliers to trust, and the 
options for unique weddings that 
most couples would not con-
sider.” 

Specialising in “blank canvas” 

petitively priced than a traditional 
‘wedding venue’, blank canvas 
weddings give couples the op-
portunity to design an exclusive 
experience for their guests.

But much more than just an 
administrative assistant, Rose’s 
role also requires her to mediate 
disputes within families, advise 
brides of the flowers in season 
on their wedding day and help 
define the look, style and mood 
of the wedding. “We take the 
guesswork out of planning a 
wedding and pride ourselves 
on not just meeting a couple’s 
expectations, but surpassing 
them to create a magical stress 
free day that is all about the love 
– not the logistics.”

Five reasons why a wedding 
planner is a sound investment:

1. If ‘practice makes perfect’, 
a wedding planner can deliver. 
Working in the industry every 
day, they know how to find the 
right people, get the best prices, 
negotiate a great contract and 
ensure every single detail of your 
special day is planned to perfec-
tion.

2. They can help you establish 
(and stick to!) a budget
Weddings aren’t cheap but a 
wedding planner is your budget 
ally. Like an accountant who spe-
cialises in weddings, a planner 
knows how much things should 
cost, what percentage of your 
budget should be spent in each 
area, and when you should pay 

If you think wedding planners 
are a privilege only the rich can 
afford, think again. Used by 
most brides in the Europe and 
the USA, wedding planners can 
save you time, money and stress 
on the most important day of 
your life.

Port Melbourne based Wedding 
Planner and Stylist, Rose Kumat-
se, has spent the last 11 years 
turning the dreams of brides into 
reality with her bespoke wedding 

Planning for love, not logistics.
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ognised by The Guinness World 
Records and all participants will 
be issued with a complimentary 
wedding ‘certificate’ and dog tag 
‘wedding ring’. Libby is confi-
dent that Port’s record attempt 
will attract 400+ dogs and place 
Port Melbourne on the map as 
Australia’s most romantic doggy 
suburb!

Participating is easy – just regis-
ter your dog online at:
3207port.com.au

In the spirit of equality, the Larg-
est Dog Wedding Ceremony rec-
ognises all adult dog marriages.

Top Tails dog obedience and 
behavioural modification classes 
run year round in Port Melbourne  
and Yarraville. For more informa-
tion visit www.toptails.com.au or 
call Libby directly on 
0423 950 006.

of clients in the area, a chance 
encounter while walking her 
dog saw Libby inspired to break 
the Guinness World Record 
for the ‘Largest Dog Wedding 
Ceremony ’. “The idea was 
actually sparked by a random 
dog walker suggesting that 
our dogs would make a lovely 
couple. As the dogs played, we 
joked about how as a registered 
Civil Celebrant I could conduct 
the ceremony. When our dogs 
spontaneously sat side-by-side 
looking over the water as the 
sun set, with a small dog pa-
tiently observing behind them, I 
thought, why not? Let’s run with 
this!”

Set on 19 May 2007 in Littleton 
United States, by 178 dog pairs, 
the Guinness World Record 
for the Largest Dog Wedding 
Ceremony is due to be chal-
lenged right here in Port Mel-
bourne in February 2018. While 
the ceremony has no legal value, 
a successful attempt will be rec-

When a trained Occupational 
Therapist goes rogue, you often 
find the perfect marriage of skill, 
experience and passion. 

After years working in hospitals, 
the community and later as a 
case manager in the workplace 
safety arena, Libby Williams 
decided it was time for a change. 
A hectic work and travel sched-
ule was scaled back and this 
self-described “dog person” 
took on a bonded pair of black 
dogs who had been bouncing 
around foster homes looking 
for a permanent placement. A 
challenge from the outset, Pip, 
a Border Collie cross, and Pud, 
a Labrador mix, needed some 
serious behavioural modification. 
Fuelled by a desire to meet the 
very different needs of her new 
charges, Libby dived passionate-
ly into learning how to effectively 
communicate with her dogs and 
find activities that would stimu-
late and channel their boundless 
energy. After using obedience 
training, agility and sheep herd-
ing to turn the behaviour of her 
canine companions around, 
Libby’s passion for working with 
dogs was sealed. “What I found 
through my dogs was not a new 
career, but a lifestyle I couldn’t be 
happier with.”

And so began a passion that has 
consolidated years of therapeu-
tic experience as an Occupa-
tional Therapist using purposeful 
activity to achieve functional 
outcomes which promote health 
and improve or restore inde-

Top  Dogs head down
the aisle for love

pendence, and an innate skill 
and passion for working with 
dogs and their people.

Today Libby offers Group Train-
ing, Behaviour Consultation, 
Pet Education for people, Pet 
Ceremonies and Home Stays for 
dogs through her business Top 
Tails Dog Training. In individual 
and group consultations, Libby 
believes in setting pets up for 
success using a mix of obedi-
ence and agility exercises that 
focus on building a bond and 
enjoying the companionship of 
their dog. Drawing directly on her 
allied health background, Libby 
also uses her dogs to work with 
troubled teens. “The dogs bring 
no judgment with their role. They 
don’t care what the problems 
are, they just respond to the 
teaching, instruction and care 
that is given to them.”

But it is Libby’s latest challenge 
that brings her to Port Mel-
bourne. With a large number 




